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Exploring the Short Story

Our July meeting, had 34 writers in attendance. The program focused on shaping the short story.
We talked about how to develop story ideas from sOcratch, how to follow word count guidelines, and 10
guidelines to giving your story greater impact.

In our next meeting we will focus on the process of writing a short story (500 words). We’ll look
at a number of different strategies and guidelines you can follow to ensure your stories have the greatest
possible impact.

We’ll include the esssential elements of a short story, including character, desire, conflict, and
structure. We’ll be looking for a simple, effective approach to building a focused narrative that moves with
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